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Putting it All Together 

 

Researching, reading, and interpreting the FAR – each of these skills are essential if you are 

going to correctly apply the regulations to a given scenario.  Below is a series of questions that 

you should get in the habit of asking yourself before addressing a situation that involves applying 

the regulations: 

 

1. Have I completed my research of the FAR/DFARS or Agency supplement/Class 

Deviations? 

a. If the policy or procedure is stated in the FAR, did I check my agency’s 

supplement to see how it has been implemented in DoD? 

b. If the policy or procedure is stated in the FAR and/or my agency’s supplement, 

did I check to see if there is a class deviation? 

 

2. Does the policy/procedure apply to my acquisition? 

a. Did I check the applicability of the section, subpart, and part where the policy or 

procedure is stated? 

b. Did I check for any exceptions, exclusions, or exemptions in the section, subpart, 

or part where the policy or procedure is stated? 

c. Did I determine the applicability of the class deviation, if applicable? 

 

3. Am I interpreting the policy or procedure correctly? 

a. Did I check to see if there were any words and terms that were specially defined 

for the section, subpart, or part where the policy or procedure is stated? 

b. Does the policy or procedure contain any words or terms that are defined at FAR 

2.101 or DFARS 202.101, as applicable? 

c. Am I properly applying the FAR conventions stated at FAR 1.108? 

 

4. Did I provide a good citation? 

a. Did I provide my citation in the proper format (see FAR 1.105-2(c)(3))? 

b. Does my citation take the reader directly to the information supporting my 

answer? 

c. Is my citation too specific (i.e., does it exclude information necessary to support 

my answer)? 

 

Many mistakes in applying the regulations can be traced back to a failure to adequately 

address these questions. 
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