
Answer Key to Test Your Clients -- and Yourself! 
 
1. Where in the FAR can one find prohibitions pertaining to unsolicited proposals? 
 
FAR Subpart 15.6 deals with Unsolicited Proposals.  FAR 15.608 speaks to Prohibitions. 
 
2. Where can one find the policies and procedures for using liquidated damages clauses in 
contracts? 
 
FAR Subpart 11.5 speaks to the subject of Liquidated Damages.  FAR 11.501 is Policy, and 
11.502 is Procedures. 
 
3. Where are the policy and procedures that are unique to service contracts? 
 
FAR Part 37 addresses Service Contracting.  Policy and Procedures are at FAR Subpart 37.6. 
 
4. Where does it say that if part of a proposed contract is set aside for small businesses 
and, subsequently, no award is made on that part, then the contracting officer can do away 
with the set-aside? 
 
Small Business provisions are found in FAR Part 19.  Partial set-asides are addressed at FAR 
19.502-3. 
 
5. Where does it say that, under certain conditions, the acquisition of anything can be 
treated as an acquisition of commercial items, even if the acquisition is not for a 
commercial item? 
 
In accordance with 41 U.S.C. § 428a, Special Emergency Procurement Authority, contracting 
officers may treat any acquisition of supplies or services that, as determined by the head of the 
agency, are to be used to facilitate defense against or recovery from nuclear, biological, 
chemical, or radiological attack, as an acquisition of commercial items.  This is incorporated into 
the FAR at 12.102(f)(1). 
 
6. Where does it say that contractors generally aren’t liable for damage to Government 
property caused by defective items delivered and accepted under the contract? 
 
FAR 45.104(a) addresses contractor liability in a subpart entitled Responsibility and Liability for 
Government Property. 
 
7. Where does it say that the applicable cost principles depend on the type of contractor? 
 
FAR Subpart 31.2 deals with Contracts with Commercial Organizations.  Take a look at FAR 
31.201-2(b).  Also, consult Subpart 31.3, Contracts with Educational Institutions; Subpart 31.6, 
Contracts with State, Local, and Federally Recognized Indian Tribal Governments; and Subpart 
31.7, Contracts with Nonprofit Organizations. 
 



8. Where does it say what a contracting officer has to do to let a contractor order from a 
Government supply source? 
 
FAR Subpart 51.102 -- Authorization to Use Government Supply Sources. 
 
9. How long does a DoD contractor have to submit a corrective action plan after being 
notified that approval of its purchasing system has been withheld? (Hint: The reference to 
DoD means this is a DFARS-related question!) 
 
45 days.  See DFARS 244.305-70(c)(3)(i)(B)(1):   
“(B) Significant deficiencies remain. The notice shall identify any remaining significant 
deficiencies, and indicate the adequacy of any proposed or completed corrective action. The 
contracting officer shall— 
 “(1) Request that the contractor, within 45 days of receipt of the final determination, 
either correct the deficiencies or submit an acceptable corrective action plan showing milestones 
and actions to eliminate the deficiencies ….” 
 
10. Where does it say that legislative lobbying costs are unallowable in DoD contracts with 
educational institutions? 

Under 10 U.S.C. 2249, the costs cited in DFARS 231.205-22(a) are unallowable.  DFARS 231.205-22(a), 
Legislative Lobbying Costs, states: “Costs associated with preparing any material, report, list, or analysis 
on the actual or projected economic or employment impact in a particular State or congressional district 
of an acquisition program for which all research, development, testing, and evaluation has not been 
completed also are unallowable (10 U.S.C. 2249).” 
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