
 

A Few FAR Facts 
 

 

Creation - The FAR was authorized by the Office of Federal Procurement Policy Act of 1974 as a part 
of the creation of the Office of Federal Procurement Policy (OFPP).   It was not until April 1, 1984 
that the first edition of the FAR was published in final form. 

What It Is - The FAR is the 2,000-page basic set of rules used by federal acquisition professionals to 
make decisions about purchasing goods and services.   It regulates what contracting decision-makers 
do and, to the extent that it is incorporated into solicitations and contracts, the FAR impacts what 
contractors are supposed to do.   

Who’s In Charge - Statutory authority to issue and maintain the FAR resides with the Secretary of 
the Dept. of Defense (DoD), the Administrator of the General Services Administration (GSA), and the 
Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), subject to the approval 
of OFPP.  The GSA FAR Secretariat publishes the FAR on behalf of all three FAR issuing agencies.  

Where - The FAR is codified at Part 48, Chapter 1 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  Electronic 
versions of the FAR are at www.acquisition.gov/far and at www.farsite.hill.af.mil.  

Updates - Revisions to the FAR are prepared and issued through the coordinated action of two 
councils, the Defense Acquisition Regulations Council (DAR Council) and the Civilian Agency 
Acquisition Council (CAA Council).  The DAR Council includes representatives of the military 
departments, the Defense Logistics Agency, and NASA.  The chairperson of the CAA Council is a 
representative of GSA, and the members of the CAA Council are from the Departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, Energy, Health and Human Services, Interior, Labor, State, Transportation 
and Veterans Affairs as well as the Environmental Protection Agency, the Social Security 
Administration, and the Small Business Administration. 

Supplements - The heads of other federal agencies may authorize the issuance of agency acquisition 
regulations that implement or supplement the FAR.  

Parts - The FAR contains parts, subparts, sections, and subsections, and each has an identifying 
number. The number to the left of the decimal point identifies the part number. The numbers 
between the decimal point and the dash identify the subpart (one or two digits) and the section 
(two digits).  The number to the right of the dash is the subsection.  For example, in FAR 14.201-2: 
the Part is 14, the Subpart is 2, the Section is 1, and the Subsection is 3.  

Significant - The words that are perhaps the most important to understand in the FAR are the 
words: shall, must, should, will, and may.  

 The words "shall" and "must" indicate an obligation to act.  In the FAR, "shall" and "must" 
have the same meaning.    

 The word "should" to indicate an expected course of action to be followed. 

 The word "will" indicates an anticipated future action or result.  

 The word "may" indicates a discretionary action. 
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